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new Yora HOUSEWIVES BUYING FOOD AT SIEGE PRICES
Cost of Provisions in

Paris During German
Bombardment Forty
four Years Ago
Cheaper Than Food
Here To-da- y

n- - riiANic ii. vmvrin.i.Y.
MnnnicliiK Hilltiir (if Hit- - Slnmlnril

Diet lunar)'.
Dr. Vizctelly lived in France

throughout the Franco-Prussia- n

war. Several of the members of
his family were locked up in
Paris during the siege. One, Ed-

ward Vizetelly, served through-cu- t

the war as staff officer with
Gen. Garibaldi, and his brother
Ernest served their father, the
Izte Henry Vizetelly, then spe-

cial correspondent of the "Illus-
trated London News," in the ca-

pacity of secretary during the
siege. The data given below are
derived from official documents
of the time.

UN tlays after n white
FIFTH fluttered over the citadel

Sedan Napoleon lll.'s token
of tho surrender of Ills army ;

....it...iin wie viciuriuuM joreen in ti unm--

fatherland the (lerin.in anny begun
the Investment of Purls. Ity 1 o'clock
In the. afternoon of September 19 the
telegraph wires communicating with
Versailles were cut and Paris was left
to her doom.

For nearly four months thereafter
the Isolated city was subjected to a
siege by which the (lermans hoped to
starve It Into submission. Hut, not-

withstanding that a rigorous winter
had set In and the suffering caused
through the scarcity of fuel was In-

tense, notwithstanding tho hardships
experienced and the privations endured,
I'aris still held out.

In tho meantime tho Hermans had not
been Idle, Siege guns that hail been
Bent foj- - were placed nt various points
of vantage on the heights commanding
the city and every preparation made
for the bloody duel that was to follow.
Summoned once more to surrender, the
Government announced Its policy to de-

fend the city to the bitter end to citi-
zens of Paris In these terms:

"Rumors have been spread that the
Government of National Defence In-

tends to abandon the policy for which
It wu placed In charge. This policy
Is expressed In the terms: 'Not nn
Inch of our territory; not a stone of
our fortresses." The Government will
maintain this policy to the end."

Then tho bombardment began. The
first shot was fired on the afternoon
of January ti, 1S71, and fell In the Hue
Lnlande. The objective was a clock
tower near by, and soon shells began
to fall thick and fast In the neighbor-
hood. As night drew on the cannonade
became more violent and the range of
the hostile artillery expanded. During
the first night twenty-si- x houses were
destroyed. Early .the next day shot
nnd shell fell continuously, especially
In the Latin Quarter, and several per-
sons were killed.

Having ascertained the range of
their artillery the Germans there-
after decided on a continuous bombard-
ment nt night, hoping thus to terminate
the siege swodlly. Hut they were mis-

taken and compelled to keep up an In-

cessant fire. From sunrise to sunset,
from the rising of tho moon till Its
shining splendor was dimmed by the
brightness of the day, Herr Krupp's
messengers of death sped on their
course from the German batteries.

On August 9 the municipality of
Taris had turned Its attention to

the capital, At this time there
were, according to the official return,

'293.2S9 quintals of Hour in storage,
which. Increased by the moderate stock
In the bakers' hands, amounted to 30,-0-

tons, the equivalent of about forty-fiv- e

days supply. During the latter part
of August 200,000 sheep nnd between
30,000 nnd 40,000 oxen were herded In
(he Hols de Iloulogne. Thus it had

transformed Into a vast cattle
range and an Immense sheepfold.

On September 11 the Government
gave notice that the Minister of Agrl-icultu- re

and Commerce would fix the
price at which butcher's moat was to
'bp sold. Dating from September 10

this price, which was If anything below
the average rate at which meat was
then being sold, remained In force un-

til the- - stock became exhausted, The
prime parts of beef cost 3 francs the
kilogramme, nr!!6 centsthe pound avoir-
dupois; second rn'.e parts 2 francs Id
centimes, or 18 cents per pound; Inter-
mediate parts, 1 franc 70 centimes, or
ir cents per pound; Inferior parts, 1

frnnc 30 centimes, or 11 cents per
pound.

As to mutton the prime Joints were
1 frnnc SO centimes the-- kilogramme,
or 1C cents the pound: second rate
Joints were 1 franc 30 centimes, equal
to 11 cents per pound, and the Inferior
parts 1 franc 10 centimes, or 10 cents
per pound. Fresh pork was sold at 2
francs 30 nn I lines the kilogramme, or
21 cents tho pound, and salt pork at 1

It'ranc SO centimes, or 10 cents the
pound. The butchers were required to
Indicate by written labels placed on the
meat Itself the particular out, nnd to dis-
play the official donee fixing the price
nt which the dlfTeient cuts were to be
Bold In some conspicuous part of their
stores,

Hemember. thes prices are French
prices forty-fou- r years ngo. We live
nt siege prices In New York

At first many of the butchers re-
fused to sell their ment nt the prices
Indicated, and National Guards had to
be constantly summoned to enforce the
rigulatlnn.

As to bread a fixed price for this was
not decreed until four days after 1'arls
was Invested. Then the price was set
nt 45 centimes and 38 centimes the e,

or about H4 cents nnd 3 cmts
the pound avoirdupois for the first and
6ccond grades.

The stock of flour belonging to tho
Government and In the hands of the
municipal authorities on the 20th of
September, the day following the In-

vestment, amounted to upward of 292..
000 quintals; the stock In the lunula of
the trade at the same period was set
down nt about 1.1,1,000 quintals, giving a
total of fully 447,000 quintals, equal to
about 44,000 tons. Allowing for an ordi-
nary rate of consumption -- 7.000 quin-
tals per day It might li calculated
that there was ample Hour to last for
ten weeks, or to the end of November.
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In addition, between the public stores
and the dealers there was a stock of
something like 100,000 quintals of
wheat, which, If It could be ground In
Paris, would extend the supply of flour
until the middle of December. In addi-
tion there were 130,000 quintals of rice.

On September 24, five days after
the capital was Invested, there were
In round numbers K.0,000 sheep, 24,600
osen and O.OUO pigs within the walls,
which, uccordlng to the report, were
then being well onrcd for and picking
up flesh, The nvernge daily consump-
tion was at the rate of 935 oxen, 4,680
sheep and 570 pigs.

Scarcely had the Investment leen
completed than It bfcnme evident that
I'.irls must tnke n lesson In practical
i conomy. Tho city wns without game
and without llsh snve saltul cod, red
herrings and n few gudgeon caught
In the Seine had hardly any poultry,
no rare vegetables, and neither cheese
nor butter, on which the French cuisine
so largely depends.

On September 2S the Government
took n second measure of precaution,
limiting the cupply as well as the price
of meat. It resolved that the maximum
number of animals to be killed dally
should not exceed HOII oxen and 4,000
sheep. Crowds assembled outside the
butchers' shops, long before their hour
of opening had arrived, with the view
of securing some portion of the meat on
sale before It was all gone. Thu'e ems,
which continued throughout tho In-

vestment, soon constituted, one of the
mo"t characteristic Inner llfo features
of tho slego.

cost of living caused by European

They were first formed In the more
populous nnd poorer districts, but be
fore a couple of days had prcad to the
most aristocratic quarters of the capi-
tal. Originally they commenced about
5 A. II. In front of the iron ratings
that Invariably shut Ip the 1'arlslun
butcher's shop, much n they form nt
l''e Metropolitan Opera House or the
I'olo Grounds when Miry Garden or
Matty the pitcher Is In the public eye.

The rationing was effected on nn al-

most uniform plan throughout I'arl.
Kach family had to apply for a meal
ticket and specify In writing the number
of persons In the family. This statement
was verified, and If found correct n
meal ticket was Issued at once. On
some of these the d.iyn of the month
were prill ed, being obliterated In turn
when the rations were purchased, while
other cards were provided with dctnoh-abl- o

coupons,
nut so defectively was the rationing

organized In some parts of Pari" that
the correspondent of n London news-pap-

was unable to obtain a morsel of
meat for hlmV.f or his family during
ten successive days, although tho dif-

ferent members; of his household re-
peatedly relayed each other In waiting
outside tho butcher's shop. Hy a strange
fatality the meat was always gone when
his turn to be served came around
Therefore, the family had to live on
ham, rice nnd sardine for ten days;
when one morning he espied the grating
of a butcher's shop in tho Hue Lafayette
still open, nnd n few pieces of mutton
hanging frotn the honks.

I'nfortunntely he was without his
ration ticket, and while a friend ran

Shoppers at an open airconflict.

home to fetch It the Gardis Clvlqu-s- ,

whom he had acquainted with his posi-
tion, coolly divided the remaining Joints
among themselves, and on the nrrlval
of the ration ticket Informed him that
all the meat was gone. He complained
of this conduct at tht? head ofllce of the
Garde Clvlque, and on being told tint
he must have made a mistake, ns such
n thing was quite Impossible, he re-

taliated by exclaiming that according
to the oflicial reports there were as
many rations furnished to tho butchers
ns there were mouths to feed In tho
nrrondlssement; thnt ns he had had no
.meat during ten successive days some
one must have eaten his share, and that
from whntjie had seen he was positive
it had fallen Into the hands of the very
piople who were placed there to repre-
sent "equality nnd fraternity." it wan
all to little purpose nnd he had to trust
to better luck as the days wore on.

The difficulty experienced in obtaining
either beef or mutton gave Impetus to
tho consumption of horse flesh. There
were nt the beginning of October
twenty-si- x shops in Paris where horse
llesh was exclusively. Soon the
Government Issued a decree establishing
n maximum price- - at which horse moat
should be sold. This wns originally
fixed (October 7) nt 1 franc 40 centimes
the kilogramme for tho best parts and
SO centimes for tho Inferior portions--
but a subsequent ministerial decree
(October 1.1 ) authorized the snlo of
filet nnd false filet of horse at 17 cents
per pound. The number of horses to bo
killed per diem was restricted to COO.

One of the successes of the hour was
ass's flesh a kind of venl with a poul

Agent Frazcr to in Mr. Frazer sat

municipal market at Fort Lee

try flavor, looking peculiarly white and
tempting, nnd sold at the rate of 58
cents a pound. Tho restaurants had to
rely on horse and mtde and donkey llesh
in composing their menus.

At some strangers
were politely Informed thnt dinners
were only served to the regular
clientele who had untitled over their
ration cards to the proprietor. On

one of tho "prix fixe'"
such ns the "Diner de Paris"

nnd the like, the following wns tho
style of menu submitted to your choice:

Hors il'ieuvri Sardines a 1'hulle,
sauelsson de l.jou (ass or lioise, but
ei mm lily uiiilerMooil to be the former),
houiltn de table arllle, and bouilln nolr
et blanc (horse).

Potages Vermleelle, . con'omme, pate
il'Ital.e (the bouillon or stock being of
euurfv made of horseflesh).

Polsson Muruu sake, burengs faurs.
IJn trees P!ed de moulon pnulette, fole

S'Ute L omiaise, rognons sautex (bul-
lock's or burse's llxer, lepe.ited In er

form), bieuf a la llourgogno
(horseflesh), Ixruf fume faeou Ham-bour- g

(ditto), cieuis de inouton nu rlx,
telettcs do pore sale, filet de millet a la

I clue d'Cspngne, ttlpo a la mode de
Caen.

Itotls Anon rotl (Juvenile donkey).
Volallli Ncne.
(KMir None,
I.iguines S lolfls frit', rlioux, pommrs

de terre smites (soon became very
scarce).

Kuliemets Helgnets sf utiles, gelees nux
fl lilts.

neoseit .noix, nei'ettis,
Fromage None.
Tho only fish brought to market came

from the Seine, nnd was naturally much

Coi rU'lit American 1'reia Association.
Ferry, New York.

sought after. A small dish of gudgeon
mlxtd with bleak, suitable for two per-
sons of very small appetites', could not
be had under 40 cents, while n fine Seine
eel realized $3.

As to poultry none of which wns In
good condition live geese sold whole-
sale at $3.2.1 per head; fowls nnd ducks
ranged from $1.50 to $2 each, turkeys
fetched J6 nplece, rabbits $1.25 to $1.50,
and pigeons 50 cents nplece. Now and
then In the course of one's rambles
through the city one came upon a

shop still open, where
40 cents n pound wns nsked for gruyere,
and 50 cents for common English or
American cheese. Hut remember this
was In Franco forty-fou- r years ngo.

It was not merely horse that Paris
was prepared to devour. All the ani-
mals of tho Jnrdln d'Accllniatatlou, and
even such of those from tho Jardln des
l'lantes as were pronounced fit for hu-
man food, were tent to the slaughter
housi s, and a butcher on the Boulevard
Haumnnn created quite a senwatlon
by displaying for sale several bears,'
buffalotH and bisons, yaks and kanga-
roos, to say nothing of ostriches, casso-warl- is

and other members of the ft nth-re- d

tribe. Only millionaire couUl af-:o- rd

to purchase these and such other
more or less succulent specimens of
game as camel's hump and elephant
steak, owing to tho fancy prices at
which they were sold,

Still people) of moderate means were
not without a certain class of game at
their disposal, for a salmi of a couple
of ra.s cou'.d be had at several restau-
rants for a franc nnd a half or two
francs. A rat market which had been

American Refugees in Switzerland Obtaining Emergency Passports
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Consular issuing emergency passports Americans Lausanne.

establishments

estab-
lishments,

cheesemonger's

for four days and granted 514 passports, good for one year.

How French Authorities
Regulated and En-

forced Sale of Food-
stuffs During Months
of Investment Styles
of Menus

established on the Place do l'Hotel do
Vlllo, under the very now of the Gov-
ernment, wns plentifully provided with
111,, rnw tnritertnl Itv n nii,il.,. .t .,

catchers who obtained admission Into
tne sewers ami oaiteu .tneir traps with
glucose, to which the rats, which live In
thousands In the I'aris drains, proved
particularly partial.

Monkey, grilled Vjr stewed, madrt
ntlftlhitr iim,Mll,nf ,llah lint ti,. liAt..,n.l
the reach of the pocket of the middlo
ciass. 11 wns me "uesiogeu jiesiuent,
Henry Lnbouchcre, who shared tho
liiitlL'O rtf htim.nt fn,t it'lll, 'l,i(t), .,

cold donkey, cats, dogs and rats," about
which nis oiogrnpncr says ne was sur-
prised there Is not n society for thu
promotion of eating rats."

The Parisian)) were also constrained
to devour man's best friend, his dog, a.i
Well ah blu fnViirlti. fi.llnn ftt,t tht. i.iit
Tho last named at least was no new
nuumon to uie l'arislan cuisine, for even
In the palmiest days poor pussy served
us 11 Huusiiiuic lor juggeu nare.

A IK.ftt ll'nmnn u'na ilalnnlml of...11r.
ijUt of n house with a line cat hidden
unuer nor snawi,

"Oh, pray, elu not expose mo," sh-- !

cried In a plaintive) voice; "It Is for a
poor sick friend," and Indeed peoples In
111 health might partake of far less
tender and succulent meats.

A husband und wife of the bourgeois
class had a little dog of which they
were very fond. Hut the day cam-- )

when there was nothing to eut In tint
house nnd poor UIJjli had to be killed
and cooked. Ills master and mistress
sat down to dinner with tears In their

and during the meal the latter
mechanically placed the tiny rib liotics
on the side of her plate.

"Poor llljou!" she said with n slg't,
"what a treat he would have had!"

Less melancholy Is the story told of
the English Journalist who went with
a friend t'j breakfast at Urebant's. Tim
bill of fare Included "sucking pig," for
which he had always had an especial
weakness, He gave his order with mis-
givings as to the genuine character of
this particular sucking pig, so he cnll,l
buck the wulter and asked him If it
was a reul jucklng pig.

"Certainly!" replied the waiter.
"A little pig?" Inquired the English-

man. ,
"Surely," quoth the gnrcon.
"A young pig?" persisted the cus-

tomer.
This was too much for tho waiter,

who flnully admitted thut It was a
gulnenplg, Slewed gulneuplg proved
to be really delicious.

Toward the close of November such
salt provisions ns the Government had
In stock mude their appearance their
distribution alternating with that of tho
rations of fresh meat. It was believed
at the time thnt vast quantities of salted
provisions wer In tho hnn,l ,,r 11...
authorities, but Jn reality there was not
sufficient to have fed the entire popula-
tion for ten successive days. Hy the end
of Novemler nt Vc four's restaurant In
the I'alals Hoyal a slice of game plo
(nature of game tiot specified, but easily
Imagined) cost 40 cents nnd truffled
sausages IS cents each.

Hy this time the sufferings of tho be-
sieged hud become so intense that tho
force of hope nnd patience could nn
further go. People had now to form
queues and wait during long hours, at
time's In muddy snow or under n shower
of heavy rain, for meat, bread, wood,
chocolate Indeed, for well nigh every
necessity of llfo. Nearly one's whole day
and one's whole strength were exhausted
by all this tedious waiting, which be,
sides killing numi-rou- s Inhabitant
(some few suddenly dropping down anddying on the spot) had sown the seeds
of disease In many thousands more.

The constant Increase In the death
rate was Indeed appalling. During the
week ending January 7 3,680 people died
from dlsento; during the following week
3,982 deaths were registered: whllo
from Jnnunry It to January 20 the
mortality from natural causes was no
less thnn 4.4C5, The privations of tho
hour were of course especially trying tu
tlio very young, to the aged, to mothers
nursing, to the sick nnd the wounded;
nnd among these categories the mortal
ity wns particularly great.

The food (mention unx Ini1e,1 nil r.
nmount; bread constituted In this In-

stance the true sinews of war. Thero
were frequent disturbances outside tho
bakers' shops, for, despite the scanty al-
lowance Of 300 er.nmm,u tior ......
diem, It continually happened that tho

Miners couiu not supply even this b g.
Kariy pittunce to their customers. To
compensate In n measure for the limi-
tation of the bread allowance It was
determined that one-fift- h of a liter of
nine should be distributed gratuitously
at each baker's shop to every needyperson presenting nn order for bread.

At the Government Council held on
the 23d of Jnnuary the food committee
announced thnt there were only 20.000
horses left, while M. Mngnln had In
stock only 16,000 metric quintals of
wheat, 9,000 quintals of rice. 23,000 of
oats and 63,000 of various other grains.
The eints, although in considerable!
quantities, could only be partially uti-
lised, for they required to be- mlxe--
with whe-nte- flour, and of this therewus merely sufficient for live days re-

quirements, Hut rumors of surrender
w to already In the air.

Hy March the first the end had come!
"So long ns I have a barrel of BUn
powder and a loaf of bread I win n,.t
surrender!" once cried tho eomm.imlnr
of a beleaguered citadel. Purls had
powder left, but she had no more bread.
The Queen of Cities bowed her head Inpresence of a victorious foe.

The whole world lind followed withrespectful wonder the progress of thosiege nnd now that the fall npproached
tho general Interest and nttentlon In-
creased, It was such a full! Therowas nothing like It In the history ofsieges; for, as n writer of the epoch
remarked, "the capture of Constanti-
nople by tho Mohammedans fades intoInsignlilcnnce when compared with thobeleaguerment and the doom of thoejue'on of Cities, the most beautiful of
capitals, the centre of European culturnand tho Mecca of luxury for ull thei
world."

Tho Qermon troops entered the city
on March J and encamped In thu
'humps Klysees. Threp days later, withlight hearts and conscious of bavin:;

e'fflclently discharged a disagreeable!
duty, they turned their fuces towurtl
the-- finherland,


